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Newport?

HOME OF YACHTING
IN THE USA

Roger Marshall, our US Editor, gives his perspective

Why bring the American Superyacht Forum (formerly
Project USA) to Newport. Rhode Island? Newport can
be hard to get 1o. The weather is only agrecable for at
best, eight months of the year: The harbour is small and
contains a fishing pier upwind of the best large-yacht
yard: and there are a limited number of moorings
available for very large yachts.

But the truth of the matter is that these drawback

are
minor compared 1o all the things that Newport has to
offer. Newport and Narragansett Bay give aceess o some
of the finest cruising grounds on the entire East Coast.
This fact was recognised as long ago as 1860 when the
Her

Bristol, Rhode Island. in the upper reaches of the bay.

sshoff family started to build and race boats in

They founded the Herreshoff Manufacturing Company,

which built many America’s Cap defenders, and they
also helped establish the Narragansett Bay area as a
hotbed for yachting. That tradition continued in the
later nineteenth century when many of the very first
megayachts lay 1o anchor in Newport Harbor, among
them Commodore Morgan’s 302-foot Corsair launched

in 1898.

The US Navy also recognised Narragansett Bay as a
prime port when it established a major naval base on
the shores of the bay to the north of Newport. Now only
the Naval Underwater Systems Center (NUWC) and the
Naval War College remain from those years when the
Navy had such a strong presence in the arca. Later. the
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