TECHNOLOGY
Passkey signs big hotel co. p. 15

NEWSMAKERQ & A
Diavid Pecki

SDCYEs pls

INSIDE THE INDUSTRY
HSMAT's high ini

-tech training  p24

MeetingNews

estination Insider: New England

maore peaple walking around at lunchtime, for
example. It also gives uws 0 more corperate feel; it
gives Providence a cestain cachet 1o have these big
firms bere. It puts 12 on the same playmg field as
Prtsburgh and Charlotts and ather places thas hive
alwirys had 4 corporate presence.

The Rhode lsland Comvention Center, which

opened in 1993, has been derided by some
local critics as s white dephant. How do yon view
tha facility's futuret

Tdem't think you cin paint to 2 single comen-
tan center in the country that's profimble, The
role of the convention center ls to create ecomnmic
activity and by that standard we are snccessfol and
hegnming mone saccessfial, Groaps fike the Socery
of Malecular Imaging ard the Academy of Molec-
ular Imaging bring thousands of delegates inta
he city:
1 et thve it that herteliers contime b mvest n
Providence shows that the industry has fith in the
destination. What we're sesing now is that groups

are purting us an their consideration list, grougps
such as the ones we're hosting now would nat be
here without those new hotel rooms. [Surge-
protectian device makes APC|, a Bhode sland com-
pany, recenily had its anmual sales meeting in Prov-
idence. The convention center has been here 12
vexrs, and the campary had never done that belore,

How do you stay relevani and competitive
with Baston for meetings and conventioms?

We ke to sy that we have ol of the ameddlies

of  first-ber city, bt we're so much more inki-
mgte and charming. The key for us is m impress
ugom our clients thar when you hold 2 1,000-per-
aon meeting in Boston, you might be one of 10
frowps in the ciry that week. Bt in Providence,
when you hald a meeting of that sioe, yoo're the hig
fish. We can nffer a certain level of service you
migft nat ger elsewhere, like welcome banners oo
e streets ard an on-site service desk, We really rall
aut the red carpet for any group but especally one
with 1,000 or 150 stendess, T

Hyatt Regency Newport
Sets November Overhaul

The Hyatt Regency Newpart, the largest hotel in the
Rhade Taland resort city,will begin a $0-million ren-
irvating project ln November [ will pado all 264 guest
rooms and gaites, 75,000 sf of mdoor and cusloor
meeting and event space, the Stilfwater spa, s restan-
rumt, losinge aress, and s Jobly by March 008,

Newport Introduces
Trio of Waterfront Venues

T Euvennrie: et s Wewtaatany, o ssasude dimang
hall. miay have vanshed from the Newport waler
framt, bt mnqny;p;anneu will hjlml P KTHPw
that # fcw evenl vene b5 txing (s place

Thenew L1 Degrees Morho o Thame Sires, has
e than SO sf af senr space, AR natdoos e,
Tturang o ownpe, bar pavibion wnd patio, s and-
weaped garien, can hos grouaps ot up oA jor cock
tailsar |1 seaned, while 4 pair of nauiss| themed

mcktor event mcHites with privaie decks cin acoom
it |5 stanading of e dempes

St e pravilion near e dock or 19 he Kisngs,
guests fecl as o they arc on me stern of @ hosl. sar
roncled o tires sides by witer,” sasd Daves Schaloe
of AS Archieats, the Philideshis firm-asse] that
designed the peopermy. Furuze plans include 1 bog
tiqae hoael, & high-end restaomne, and corporale
tremting space

The venue pains Belle Mer, 3 Longwood Feents
facility that opened last spring on Goat Izland
ailering 14,000 of of event space and slx scres ol
autdsor terraces, and Begatta Place, a tented event
aite: at the Goat Eslansl Marins that can host seated
events of up o 150 antendees and offers outings on
the T5-passenger schaoner Auror.

Said Tim Walsh, VP of sales for the Newpory
County Comvention B Visizor Buareau, “Whether it
the the ssmple chic and understaied glamour of Belle
Mer, the nantical elegance of Regaits Place, or the
extraordinery resort atmosphere of 41 Degrees
Morth, it is clenr meeting planners can create the
perfect event in Newpart.”

Destination

Westin Stamford to be
IACC-Certified Hilton

Big changes are in store for the 484-room Westin
Stamfard, which is corverting its former TRM
Learning Center to an [nternationsd Association aff
Conference Centers (LACC |—certified facility. The
Stamford, CT. property will be rebranded as the
Stambord Hilion In Februsry 2008,

The conference center will bea distinctive 7, 200-sf
part of the hotel's 45,000 sf of meeting facilities,
which livcliscle a 10,200 ballroces | the birpes non-
nsing ome in Connecticot). Mesting TACT gandarnds
meant & coamphete refurbishment, inchiding incar-
portng AV equipment inoe sach meaing foam,
said Gary Mitchell, director of sales and marketmg,
“We're targeting the ssme groops and offering them
thals facdlity, all at ane price per persomn, inchuding all

i and food and e, he said.

The facility is part of the botel's $30-million reno-
wathon Ut also will vevanp all meeting fcilates and
pablic spaces—right down to the parking garage,
Minchell noted, 0 —Section wrirters by Bob Curley
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Newport Gives Groups
Warm Winter Welcome

groups with minimum 20 roome at partici-
paling mestings hotels hetwsen Now. 12,
2007 and April 30, 2008.

The reception inchudes hors d'oeuvres
ant an open bac. Plaaners receive a free
spa treatment, and attendaes gel coupon
books worth $500, Panic|pating proper-
Hes imclude the Hyatt Regency, Newport
Marriatt, Hotal Viking, Mewpost Harbor
Haiel & Marina, Castia Hill Inn & Resart,
and BesanChil resart.

Far datails, visit www.genewport.cem.




